
 

Oak Wilt in Kansas City: Symptoms, Prevention, and 

Management 
 

Oak Wilt is a deadly fungal disease caused by Bretziella fagacearum. Once inside a 

tree’s vascular system, it blocks water movement and causes leaves to bronze, wilt, and 

fall. In the Kansas City metro, red oaks are especially vulnerable — often dying within 

weeks of infection. 

Common Symptoms 
• Rapid leaf drop in late June through September. Generally starts at the top and 

outside of the crown and moves down the tree and inward. 

• Fallen leaves with a brown or bronze colored edge and green center or base. 

• Groups of dead oaks indicating root system spread of the disease. 



 

Leaf bronzing: Dull green or bronze leaves that look water-soaked. 

 

Bark cracks: Visible splits that may reveal fungal mats underneath. 

 

Fungal mats: Gray-white patches under bark that release spores. 



 

Rapid decline: Canopy browning starting from the top down. 

How It Spreads 
Oak Wilt travels in two main ways: 

1. By beetles — attracted to fresh pruning wounds, transporting fungal spores between 

trees. 

2. Through roots — moving underground from infected oaks to nearby healthy ones. 

 

To prevent infection, avoid pruning oaks from April through July when beetle activity is 

highest. 



 

Prevention & Management 
At Happy Lemon Tree Service, we follow strict pruning and sanitation standards to keep 

Kansas City’s oaks healthy: 

• Prune oaks only in fall or winter. 

• Sterilize tools between trees. 

• Seal wounds made during restricted months. 

• Remove infected trees safely to protect nearby oaks. 

Pro Tip: Keep firewood local and know if the wood may be diseased. Do not transport 

firewood long distances to your property. 

 

Our ISA Certified Arborist team members lead every inspection and ensure each oak 

receives the right care. 

Schedule an Oak Wilt Inspection 
If your oak trees are showing signs of stress — or you’re due for pruning — now’s the 

time to act. Preventative pruning this fall can save your trees from disease next spring. 

 

   Call Happy Lemon Tree Service or request an oak wilt inspection online to keep your 

oaks strong, healthy, and standing tall for years to come. 

 

Serving the entire Kansas City Metro | happylemonservice.com 


